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These photos are an attempt to catalogue the diverse  marine life 

that can be found in the Gulf of Mexico in Northwest Florida.   

 

The primary purpose of this catalogue is to help divers identify lo-

cal fish species when surveying artificial reefs.  The Mexico Beach 

Artificial Reef Association has deployed over 150 artificial reefs and 

is trying to collect data on the local fish populations.  For locations 

and information on these artificial reefs, please visit www. 

MBARA.org.  This is not a comprehensive or scientific guide, but 

the work of two avid divers who enjoy photography. 

 

These photos are not intended for use by fishermen to identify their 

catch.  Please refer to the proper Florida publications to ensure 

you are landing legal fish. 

 

Inputs for this collection will gladly be accepted at fundrais-

ing@mbara.org.   

 

All photos, unless otherwise listed, were taken by Carol and Bob 

Cox and are their property.  Please contact us at fundrais-

ing@MBARA.org if you wish to use any photos. 



Invasive Lionfish 

Lionfish have invaded the Atlantic Ocean.  It is believed that six Lionfish 

were accidently released from a beachside aquarium during Hurricane An-

drew in 1992.  Others may have been let go by aquarium owners as the fish 

became too big and began to eat the other fish.   

Lionfish have not been reported this far north in the Gulf of Mexico, but we 

should remain vigilant.  The closest reported sighting was in 2006 at      

Treasure Island, FL, just north of Tampa Bay. 

Lionfish are voracious eaters and have no natural predators.  They are a   

serious threat to Florida marine fisheries.   

Lionfish are equipped with venomous spines.  The venom isnôt usually life 

threatening, but is extremely painful.  If wounded, soak the wound in the   

water as hot as you can stand and seek medical attention. 

If you catch a Lionfish while fishing, do not  throw it back.  Avoiding the ven-

omous spines, put the fish in a safe location such as an ice chest.  Cut the 

line; do not attempt to remove the hook.  Note your location and report the 

fish as soon as possible.  Freeze the specimen for validation and research.   

If diving, note the location and mark it with an item such as a bright ribbon or 

pieces of rubble laid out in an arrow.  Do not try to collect the Lionfish your-

self, but photograph it if you have a camera.  They are not aggressive, but 

will defend themselves if provoked.  Lionfish usually remain hidden during 

the day in crevices or under ledges (i.e. ideal lobster territory).  At night, they 

roam the bottom, vacuuming up unwary fishes. 

TO REPORT LIONFISH SIGHTINGS:  Call (305) 852 -0030.  Go to 

www.reef.org/lionfish for more information on reporting and on this 

species. 

Lionfish consuming a 

squirrelfish in the 

Red Sea, Sudan 

Photo by Bob Cox 



 

 

FISHES:  COLORFUL & ODD -SHAPED 

Elongated  

 

 

Blenny - Molly Miller (Scartella cristata) 

Mexico Beach:  Wreck of the Vamar 

(Lumbership) 

The Molly Miller has a distinctive orange ñmohawkò.  It is 

usually found in shallower sites such as the top of the 

ACMI tower and the Lumber Ship. 

. 

Blenny - Molly Miller (Scartella cristata) 

Mexico Beach:  Wreck of the Vamar 

(Lumbership) 

The Molly Miller has a distinctive orange ñmohawkò.  It is 

usually found in shallower sites such as the top of the 

ACMI tower and the Lumber Ship. 

Blenny - Seaweed (Parablennius mar-

moreus) 

Mexico Beach:  Car Bodies Site 

Extremely common.  The Seaweed Blenny has blue lines 

on its face and lips.  It can be seen in several different 

color phases.  Often found in empty barnacles.   

Blenny - Seaweed (Parablennius mar-

moreus) 

Yellow color-phase. 

Mexico Beach: Car Bodies Site 

The Seaweed Blenny can change color to blend in with 

its surroundings.  In some cases it is yellow. 



 

 

FISHES:  COLORFUL & ODD -SHAPED 

Elongated  

 

 

Blenny - Tessellated (Hypsoblennius in-

vemar) 

Mexico Beach:  Shady Lady 

Note:  This is a non-native species.  Photos should be 

submitted to http://nas.er.usgs.gov, the US Geological 

Surveyôs Nonindigenous Aquatic Species Survey.  So far 

Iôve located this blenny on the Air Force Tower and 

Shady Ledy. 

Goby - Spotted (Coryphopterus puncti-

pectophorus) 

Destin 

1 to 2 inches long.  Has dark spot on pectoral fin. 

Goby - Bridled Goby (Coryphopterus 

glaucofraenum) 

Mexico Beach:  Wreck of the Vamar, 

alias The Lumbership 

Probably common on shallower sites.  Sits on the bottom 

and may dart away if approached.  Has bright horizontal 

line, or bridle, at corner of mouth. 

. 



 

 

FISHES:  COLORFUL & ODD -SHAPED 

Elongated  

 

 

Gogy - Tiger (Gobiosoma macrodon) 

Mexico Beach:  Haleôs Hole, MB-20 

Just over 1ò long.  Rarely found, may be due to its small 

size.   

Goby - Seminole (Microgobius carri) 

Mexico Beach:  Mixer #6, MB-18 

3 or 4 inches.  Hovers above the sand and will quickly 

retreat if approached.  Pale yellow stripe on side in front 

of tail. 

Goby - Blue Goby (Ioglossus calliurus) 

Mexico Beach:  Sandy Reef 

So far Iôve only noted these at Sandy Reef and the Navy 

Stage, both about 100 feet deep.  Hovers above the bot-

tom near structure. 

 



 

 

FISHES:  COLORFUL & ODD -SHAPED 

Elongated  

 

 

Lizardfish - Bluestriped Lizardfish 

(Synodus saurus) 

Mexico Beach 

Lizardfish are relatively uncommon.  Always seen sitting 

on the bottom. 

Wrasse - Slippery Dick (Halichoeres bivi-

tatus) 

Mexico Beach 

Very common.  Often darting around over the artificial 

reefs.  Juveniles are 1 or 2 inches long..  Adults are less 

common than the juveniles.  They are around 4 inches 

long. 

Remora - Sharksucker (Echeneis nauc-

rates) 

Mexico Beach:  Car Bodies Site 

Fairly common under your boat, or small ones can be 

seen attached to other fish such as spadefish. 

 



 

 

FISHES:  COLORFUL & ODD -SHAPED 

Oval & Fish -Shaped  

 

               

Angelfish - Blue Angelfish (Holacanthus 

bermudensis) 

Mexico Beach: Carbodies Site 

The adult Blue Angelfish can be distinguished from the 

Queen Angelfish primairily by the tail.  On The Blue, 

there is a yellow margin on the tail.  The adult Queen has 

a solid yellow tell.  The Queen also has a crown with 

white spots, but this might be difficult to see in bad vis. 

Angelfish - Blue Angelfish juvenile 

(Holacanthus bermudensis) 

Mexico Beach:  Sandy Reef 

The juvenile Blue has a solid yellow tail and a crown like 

the Queen.  It is distinguished by pale blue bars up and 

down on its side.  In the Blue, the bars are almost 

straight; the Queenôs are curved towards the tail.. 

Angelfish - Queen Angelfish 

(Holacanthus cilaris) 

Mexico Beach:  Car Bodies Site 

The Queen Angelfish has a solid yellow tail as an adult.  

Not as common as the Blue Angel, but has been seen on 

some of the reef balls in the Car Bodies site, and also on 

the Empire Mica. 

Angelfish - Queen Angelfish juvenile 

(Holacanthus cilaris) 

The Queen juvenile is similar to the  Blue Angelfish juve-

nile.  The main difference is the pale-blue bars that go up 

and down on the side.  They are more curved  on the 

Queen. 



 

 

FISHES:  COLORFUL & ODD -SHAPED 

Oval & Fish -Shaped  

 

               

Angelfish - Townsend  Angelfish 

(Pomacanthidae) 

Mexico Beach: Shady Lady 

A hybrid between the Queen and Blue Angelfish.  May 

have markings of both.  In this photo, a crown and a tail 

with a yellow margin. 

. 

 

 

 


